CH East PTA
General Membership Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2009
1. Attendance – 18 attendees. See attached sheet with secretary’s copy.

2. Call to order by Beth Gammie.  Introductions by the group. 

3. Minutes from the 3-25-09 meeting were passed for review.  Sue Manser motioned to have the minutes accepted as written.  Michele Onofrio seconded.  All were in favor.

4. Treasurer’s Report.  PTA has a balance of $5,848.  We are $4,000 short in our non-event fundraising.  See attached report for details.

5. Committee reports:

· Staff Appreciation - Thank you to Marilyn Handler for a great job with the Staff Dessert on 5/6.  Marilyn thanked all of her committee members, the support staff and Aramark for their help.  The teachers seemed to enjoy the change - especially the masseuse.

· Newsletter - Michele Onofrio advised that deadline is tomorrow, 5/14 for the final newsletter of the school year.  She will email folders for help when it is printed.  We want to get it in the mail asap so that the Barnes & Noble fundraiser flyer gets to people before the event.  Beth thanked Michele for her work on the newsletter as VP this past year and a half, as she is stepping down from her post.  She will be missed.

· Character Ed. - Lori Bixler advised that the club will be making meals for Ronald McDonald House in May and June.  They are holding a Bake Sale and Car Wash 5/29.  They will hear over the summer about the Promising Practices award they submitted.  They currently have 100 members, 9 staff members.  45 of the members are seniors so they will need more kids to join next year.  See attached report for other details.

· Health & Safety - no report from Fran Taub.

· Membership - Shirley Kane advised we have 540 members.  64 faculty members.  The group discussed various ways to increase membership next year, as we have declined over the last 3 years. Exec. Board is looking into sending the membership and non-event form as one paper in the back to school packet sent out by administration and collected with those papers at school.

6. Principal’s Report:  Dr. O’Breza spoke on the following topics:

· State Biology Assessments will be taken May 18th.  100 students will also take the piloted Algebra 1 and 2 state assessments.  Delayed opening for those not taking Biology test will occur.
· DECA - 38 students to Nationals in California.  Several students got national awards.  Thank you to Mrs. Hager, Mrs. Ford and Mr. DeWolf for their continued efforts with this group.  One student received a $40,000 scholarship for their submission.

· There will be a meeting with Grid Iron Club/PTA/Music Boosters to discuss a “community” plan for the new football stadium, as several games will be played at home next year.

· Budget - did pass.  Staff effects will be 8 eliminated staff (2 English, 3 Special Ed, 1 Security Officer, 1 History and 1 Art).  Enrollment will be down from 2250 to 2120 next year.

· Thank you to Marilyn Handler and the PTA for the staff dessert.  It was well received.
· Gayle Sardone questioned the article in the Inquirer that stated the state will mandate economics as a required class.  Dr. O’Breza advised that wouldn’t take effect until at least 2015.

· Denise Radziwill thanked Dr. O’Breza for the new Progress Book.  It is very helpful to parents.

· NJ National History Day - 5 East students got to state finals.

· Question about the grant for the security officer.  Dr. O’Breza advised we would not know until the summer.

· Shirley Kane asked about the investigation into the flutes that were stolen from the Music Room.  Dr. O’Breza advised that there is an ongoing investigation.  Definitely a pattern, but couldn’t say much else at this time.

· Question regarding bus incident - Dr. O’Breza said he could not comment, as it is an ongoing investigation.  However he did share that there is a common sadness that the event has been exploited in the news.
7. Webmaster – Caren advised that she will continue to place items on the website to update it.  Sue Manser said she would forward her the PG balloon order form to post.
8. PG Report:  Donna Purcell, Chair, discussed the following issues.
· Still do not have a co-chair.  One is desperately needed, as next year is her last year on PG.
· The t-shirt design winner was selected at the meeting.
· The mandatory senior meeting is next week, 5/13 and 5/14.

· Scrip deadline was extended to 5/15 to accommodate the meeting.  Pickup will be 5/21 at East from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

· Corporate fundraising letters just went out.  That may be why corporate donations are still down.

· Senior mailing goes out next week.

· Sue Manser advised that she needs help with balloons on 6/17 from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in room F068.

· Donna advised that they still need late shift help at PG.  Please email her if you are willing to volunteer as a chaperone/helper.  

· Senior Activities update - Yearbook signing party is 6/8, Skating party is 6/9.

· Rehearsals for graduation are 6/12 for A-M, 6/15 for N-Z and 6/16 and 6/17 for everyone.

· 6/15 is the gift bag stuffing for PG.  Volunteers will meet in room F082 at 7 p.m.

9. Shirley Kane presented the nominating committee’s slate for a vote.  Jen Davis was nominated as the new VP of the Newsletter.  Incumbents were Beth Gammie, President; Renee Kessler, Exec. VP; Gayle Sardone, Secretary; Marsha Weinstein, Treasurer; Marilyn Handler, VP Hospitality;  Donna Pursell, VP-PG.  Gayle Sardone motioned to accept the nominations for the executive board as submitted.  Sue Manser seconded the motion.  All were infavor.
10. Gayle Sardone advised that the PTA is still in need of Committee Chairs for the following:  Board of Ed Reporter and Character Education Committee.  If you are interested in either committee positions, please contact a board member.
11. Beth Gammie encouraged everyone to attend the Barnes & Noble Fundraiser being held by the PTA on May 28-30th at the Route 70, Marlton Barnes & Noble.  Vouchers will be in the newsletter.  Proceeds will benefit the East Library.

12. Kathy Miller advised that there will be a Softball Team fundraiser at Five Below from May 18-24th.

13. Beth Gammie Thanked those leaving the executive board  and committees - Sue Manser (18 years at East !!!), Lori Bixler, Kathy Miller, Michele Onofrio.  Everyone will be missed.

14. Sherrie Cohen advised that Katie Spence, an East student won a state award in the PTA Reflections competition.  Congratulations Katie!

15. Beth Gammie advised that anyone who wished to read her letter to Dr. Campbell and his response could do so, as they were available on the table.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Gayle Sardone, PTA Secretary
